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i THE Wisconsin groups have been active- 
ly working for a bill pending in the 
State Legislature allowing establishment of 
vending stands in the lobbies of public build- 
ings in the state to be operated by blind per- 
sons. They are in touch with individuals who 
will notify them of any pending legislation of 
interest to the Blind. 
eneral Committee has recommended 


itding to a report in Life, condensed 
e October Reader’s Digest all but eight 
fates furnish the Blind pensions. These range 
from $6.53 a month in Arkansas, half from 
the federal government, to $48.03 in Cali- 
fornia. 

The Minneapolis chapter at the suggestion 
of Miss Ann Baker, chairman of the State 
Council of the Blind, has assisted at the 
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xf IN appITION to the wide variety of serv- 
ices for individual blind people which 
Delta Gamma alumnz chapters have been 
giving during the past several years, there are 
other needed services, including legislative 
activities, which may be performed for the 
Blind as a group. 
Some of your alumnz groups may be as 
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meetings and borne the expense of an Insti- 
tute on Sight Conservation. 

The New York chapter acted as hostesses 
to the Panhellenic Club at a Sunday tea, where 
the Lighthouse Players assisted in the enter- 
tainment. 

Wichita, among other activities, has pur- 
chased three memberships in the State Society 
for the Prevention of Blindness. 

The Seattle alumnz dropped a project for a 
Seeing-Eye dog as it conflicted with the Ro- 
tary Club and State Social Security. They have 
given individual service however in helping 
blind students and have paid hospitalization 
for eye operations. 

In Tacoma the State Social Welfare De- 
partment Division for the Blind in three 
counties calls upon the chapter for help with 
special cases. 

The Toronto chapter took charge of a 
district for Tag Day for the Canadian Na- 
tional Institute for the Blind. Proceeds were 
$259.00. 


Aid to the Blind Through Legzslative 
Activities 


Robert B. Irwin, Executive Director, American Foundation for the Blind 


much interested in “promoting a cause”’ as in 
working with individuals. Among the alum- 
nz chapters which have thus far taken part 
in legislative activities are those in West Vir- 
ginia and Wisconsin. | 
Experience of these chapters, and of other, 
volunteer groups, has indicated that) where 
legislative activities are considered, the tirst 
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step is to get in touch with the state agency 
for the Blind to learn what legislation is un- 
der consideration, and how volunteers may 
be most effective in securing its passage. 
There may be instances where there may be 
individuals or agencies sponsoring opposing 
pieces of legislation asking for Delta Gam- 
ma endorsement. In this event, your chapters 
will want to study the entire subject to deter- 
mine what action you wish to take. 

During the past several years there have been 
superimposed upon state and local work for 
the Blind several Federal activities in behalf 
of the Blind, which though entirely benefi- 
cent, have made it necessary for our whole 
pattern of work to be completely readjusted. 
Where readjustments have not been made, 
duplication and overlapping exist, and great 
gaps still remain which should be filled as 
speedily as possible. 

There is no question but hae proposed 
state legislation for the Blind must coincide 
with present trends. Anyone who studies bills 
introduced in the last session of Congress and 
in the state legislatures which met during 
1939, is impressed with the great variety of 
political philosophy underlying the proposed 
laws. Most of these bills never went further 
than the committee stage. Many of the bills 
had the same objective, but the approach was 
different. Among the bills recently introduced 
in Congress and backed by certain blind peo- 
ple, are those providing for Federal pensions 
for the Blind. These have little prospect of 
being enacted into law because they conflict 
with the political philosophy guiding the 
leaders in Congress. The present administra- 
tion is committed to a system of Federal and 
state matching of aid to the Blind, and efforts 
to obtain a straight Federal pension seem to 
be futile at the present, regardless of whether 
there may be those who think such pensions 
are desirable. 

Bills most likely to pass are those which 
coincide with the present trend in similar 
legislatior: and those backed by a tactful, per- 
sistent group representing the outstanding or- 
ganizations for the Blind of the country. Our 
lawmakets are usuaily kindly disposed toward 
the Blind. When the requests of the sightless 
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are reasonable as judged by the treatment ex- 
tended to other groups in this country, and 
when their cause is tactfully and fully pre- 
sented, the proposed bill is pretty likely to 
be enacted into law. All of these favorable 
conditions, however, may be neutralized if 
there are active groups of blind people work- 
ing for more or less conflicting pieces of legis- 
lation. 

At the state level, the present legislative 
trend is to merge commissions and divisions 
for the Blind into a state welfare department. 
Whether we like this arrangement or not, it 
is the order of the day, and to resist it is a 
waste of time and energy. Resistance also 
tends to alienate those who might otherwise 
be of greatest assistance to us. The most seri- 
ous danger i in this trend is that important ac- 
tivities in behalf of the Blind may be cut off 
or never developed because ues re ac 
ministrator is not sufficiently impre ; 
their importance. When the welfat te 
is well informed regarding the ne 
Blind, the advantages of the plan a 
that appropriations for a division for the be 
Blind in the welfare department are p: 
to be more adequate than those of an inde-— 
pendent commission, because they have the ~ 
support of a powerful member of the state 
administration like the state welfare director ; ’ 
and second, better co-ordination will obtain | 
between the services for the Blind and other 
activities of the welfare department. Every 
effort should be made, however, to prevent 
the services from becoming subordinated to 
the public assistance department of the state. 


States Becoming Dependent Upon Federal 
Government for Aid in Welfare Work 


The Federal government has extended its 
activities into so many fields—child welfare, 
aid to dependent children, vocational educa- 
tion, etc., that it is becoming evident that 
the plan of matching funds by Federal and 
state governments will be the accepted pat- 
tern. This makes it more difficult to secure 
state appropriations for any object, no mat- 
ter how worthy, in which Federal funds are 
not available. 

It would seem that sooner or later there 
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will be Federal participation in meeting the 
cost of the states’ services to the Blind. It is 
probable that this participation will be an 
elaboration of Federal participation in finan- 
cial aid to the Blind. There is a grave danger, 
however, that the point of view of the relief- 
dispensing agencies will unduly influence the 
formulation of plans for rendering services. 
Those in the blind area must without further 
delay put their house in order, and clarify 
their ideas as to what constitutes a well- 
rounded service program for the Blind so 
that essential phases will not be overlooked or 
underestimated by those in control of Fed- 
eral expenditures. It is here that the private 
agency may play an important role. 

One of the great advantages of our Fed- 
eral system is the opportunity which the 
existence of forty-eight states gives to trying 
out various plans for meeting a social prob- 
lem. Federal subvention of state activities 
usually carries with it Federal supervision, 
prescribing of standard requirements, etc. 
Such supervision and standard requirements 
may, in the beginning, be very effective in 
raising the quality of work done, but friends 
of the Blind, especially those connected with 
organizations not dependent upon Federal 
subsidies, should be constantly on the watch 
to guard against standardization which pre- 
vents experimentation and growth. There may 
be more than one good way of accomplishing 
a certain end. In fact there may be forty-eight 
good ways. The danger inherent in Federal 
supervision is that one “best way’? may be 
prescribed, and forty-seven other good ways 
never have a chance to be tried out. 


Private Agencies Still Needed 


The rapid growth of Federal and state ac- 
tivities in behalf of the Blind in the United 
States has raised the same question which a 
similar situation raised in England—what 
about the future of privately-supported agen- 
cies of the Blind? Is it possible that the pri- 
vate agency is no longer needed ? Emphati- 
cally no. It has always been the role of the 
private agency in health education and wel- 
fare, to initiate a service to demonstrate its 
value, to educate the community regarding it, 
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and then to watch the community take it over 
and make the necessary provision for it from 
public funds, because it has become so thor- 
oughly recognized as part of service to the 
public. But however far the government ex- 
tends its services, it never quite catches up 
with the needs of the community as recog- 
nized by its forward-looking citizens. The 
further we get into public welfare move- 
ments, the more we see what really could be 
done if money were available. 

The job of the private agencies, then, as I 
see it, is to relinquish some of their functions 
to the state whenever the state is in a posi- 
tion to carry out those functions adequately, 
making sure, however, that all gains made 
through past experiences are conserved, and 
that the Blind are truly well taken care of. 
This leaves the agencies free to turn their 
attention to still unexplored fields in which 
much might be done that we have never yet 
had time and money to attempt. Matters 
which require experimentation cannot usually 
be taken care of from public funds. Certain 
special privileges and comforts needed by 
blind people do not fall within the scope of 
public assistance. Recreation is still largely 
untouched by government aid. Psychological 
and psychiatric services are an untapped re- 
source in our work. There is plenty for the 
private agency to do in supplementary serv- 
ices, exploration and community work—the 
whole idea challenges the imagination. But 
first must be solved the problem of co- 
ordinating these public and private efforts so 
as to accomplish as much as possible, and 
keep our programs flexible so that we can 
always go forward in our labors to make life 
more worthwhile for the blind people of the 
community. 

The Delta Gammas, and other well-or- 
ganized groups of volunteers, can do much 
in bringing about a better understanding of 
the total needs of the Blind in a given state. 
Legislation has an important bearing upon 
how the public and private agencies divide 
the responsibility for meeting the needs of the 
Blind. Delta Gammas, through constructive 
legislative activities, can have an important 
influence upon aid and service for the Blind. 
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